Thrombosis of Large Aneurysm Induced by Flow-Diverter Stent and Dissolved by Direct Factor Xa Inhibitor.
Antiplatelet agents are typically administered before and after treatment using flow-diverter stents (FDS) to prevent thrombotic complications, but the effects of anticoagulants are unclear. We present a patient with a giant aneurysm treated with an FDS. The thrombus within the aneurysm was dissolved when a direct factor Xa inhibitor was administered to treat lower limb venous thrombosis that occurred secondary to steroid use. A 60-year-old woman with a 30-mm giant thrombosed aneurysm in the cavernous segment of the right internal carotid artery presenting with headache and right abducens nerve palsy was treated by placing an FDS. Diplopia and increased pain in her right eye appeared on postoperative day 7, and both were alleviated by continuous oral administration of prednisolone. Angiography 3 months postoperatively revealed that the aneurysm thrombosis had progressed, and there were signs of healing. However, at the same time, lower limb venous thrombosis occurred, which was treated by continuous edoxaban. Six months after surgery, her headaches worsened and angiography showed that the aneurysm was again contrast enhanced and that the thrombus within the aneurysm had dissolved. After discontinuing edoxaban 9 months after surgery, the aneurysmal thrombosis had again rapidly progressed. Administration of a direct factor Xa inhibitor during healing after placing an FDS may cause dissolution of an existing thrombus; therefore factor Xa inhibitors must be used with caution.